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Not long now until the summer holidays... | 
en Hope you are planning on having a good one. If 
| you are going away don’t forget to plan your 
pets’ holidays well in advance. If they are not 
going with you — they will need somewhere safe 
and secure to stay with reliable people looking 
after them. Once you know that your pets will 
be well looked after, you can then concentrate 
on having a really 
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have a British tabby 

short-haired cat called 
Susie who is seven years 
old. She sleeps in my 
room at night and sits on 
my lap in the day. She 
likes fish, Go-Cat 
Munchies and her toy 
catnip mouse. Susie is 
the best cat in the world 
and she deserves a medal 
for always being around 
for me when | am feeling 
upset. | couldn’t wish for 
a better cat! 
Rhoda Froggatt (13), 
Weston-super-Mare, 
Avon 


y farming 


| was appalled when | 

read your report on 
puppy farming in the 
March/April issue of 
Animal Action. A cruel 
trade like this should be 
banned and | feel many 
people are unaware of 
what goes on behind 
closed doors. | really 
want to get the message 
across to everyone that 
this distressing money- 
making business should 
be stopped NOW. 

Please, if you are 
thinking of buying a dog 
see it with its mother. 
DON'T be tempted by 





the little puppy with the 
sad eyes in the pet shop. 
You don’t know where 
it has come from. 
Jo Allard (14), 
Welwyn, 
Hertfordshire 
You raised some excellent 
points Jo! We received lots 
of letters in response to 
our puppy farming 
feature. Hopefully it will 
make people think 
a 
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7<, ..,° Hare horror 


If you have something to say 
about the RSPCA and animal 
welfare, write in and tell us 
about it. You could win a 
book! Send your letter with 
your name, age and address 
to: Write On, Animal Action, 
RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham, 
West Sussex RHI2 IHG. 


twice about buying a puppy 
from a dealer or a pet 
shop. 


Shame on Spain 
ast year we were on 
(au holiday in Spain and 
we went te the local 
market. We came to one 
stall and saw that they 
were selling baby 
chickens. However, not 
only were they being 


tin i 








crammed into crates and 
sold, but they had been 
dyed different colours. 
Some were fluorescent 
green and some 
fluorescent pink! | used 
to love going to the 
Spanish markets, but I’m 
not so sure | want to go 
now. 

Natalie Foster (II), 
Stourbridge, West 
Midlands 
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Holiday home 


Going on holiday? What about your pets? One of the best 
ways to look after your cat or dog is to put it in a cattery 
or kennels. But don’t leave it until the last minute as these 
places do get booked up! Visit the premises first to make 
sure they are suitable — good ones will ask to see your 
Pere M arsenal tl {ecto LCT MLR Cel ne ToL UE 
up to date. Contact your local council for a list of all the 
licensed kennels and catteries in your area. 

Sometimes pets can be cared for by willing friends and 
neighbours. But this is a big responsibility and they may 
not have the time, or interest, to do it properly. A bit of 
careful planning before you go away means a happier 
holiday for everyone! 
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RS Ca ion Tas +0 Ug 
which is covered in faeces. After only 24 
hours the strike fly maggots hatch and 
bore into the rabbit’s skin. This nasty 
infestation can quickly kill your pet. Keep 
one step ahead by making sure you check 
your rabbit’s tail and rear end every day. 
EE LTT MT CEM Crs ta Ly a 
haired dogs and cats as they can also be 
RUC) STC 
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How would you feel if someone turned your home upside down? Well 
that’s exactly what happens to some animals when someone rummages 
through a rockpool. The RSPCA urges you to leave your nets at home 
and follow these simple rockpool guidelines for a really animal-friendly 
day at the beach. 
@ Try to watch these animals where they live 
@ Don’t put sea creatures in buckets — they could die 
@ Always leave animals in their rockpools 
@ Always put rocks back the way they were — taking care not to crush 
animals in the process 
@ Only take empty shells 
@ Don’t pull seaweed off rocks 
@ Take all your rubbish home 
For a copy of the RSPCA’s rockpool poster (D02), send an A4 SAE to 
the supplies department at the usual address. 
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News Wildlife victory 


SN Years of campaigning by the RSPCA has finally paid off — cruelty to wild mammals is 
now a criminal offence. The Wild Mammals (Protection) Act, which came into force 
\F on 29 April 1996, makes it an offence to cruelly mutilate, kick, beat, nail, impale, stab, 
4 burn, stone, crush, drown, drag or suffocate any wild mammal. This means that 
Britain’s wildlife will have legal protection from cruelty for the first time ever. 
Sadly, hunting is not covered by the Act, but the RSPCA will continue to campaign 
against the use of dogs in hunts to chase and kill wild mammals. 
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You've probably never heard of 
Haemorrhagic Viral Disease 
(HVD), but it’s a long name for a 
nasty disease which is threatening 
the UK’s rabbit population. Over 
2,400 rabbits have died from HVD 
since 1992. 

Symptoms range from a loss of 
appetite to sudden death. By the 
time owners realise somethingis | _ Pie 
wrong it’s usually too late. Your : Protect your pet. 
rabbit doesn’t even need to have 
been in contact with an infected 
rabbit — the virus can be ; 
transported by people, clothing, 
hutches and animals which have 
been in contact with the disease. 

Vaccination is the only way to 
protect your rabbit — your vet will 
be able to do this quickly and 


painlessly. | F c~ 
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Never leave a dog in the car on a hot 
day — not even for a few minutes. A 
dog can literally roast to death, even if 
the windows are open and the car is 
in the shade. 

Any dog suffering from the heat 
must be treated immediately. If you 
see a dog trapped in a car, either call 
the police or telephone the RSPCA on 
0990 555999. If you would like a Dogs 
die in hot cars sticker (CA06), send an 
AS SAE to the supplies department at 
the usual RSPCA address, 


Bruce Coleman Ltd/Hans Reinhard 
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Get ready for a great day out at Britain’s biggest and 
best mongrel show — the RSPGA’s Bounce Scruffts 
— back for its sixth year on Sunday, | 1 August 1996 
at the Society’s Millbrook Animal Centre in 
Chobham, Surrey. The fun starts at 9am and this 
year’s great classes include Happiest Rescue Dog 
and Best Six Legs. 

Thousands of dogs and their owners are 
expected to join in the fun. There will be lots of 
great attractions including a dog agility course, stalls 
and face painting. If you are over 16 and would like 
to help on the day, please contact Wendy Wasels at 
the usual RSPCA address. 


Top scruff: Last year’s overall winner, Darcy Rose, 
with EastEnders’ Pam St Clement. 








; derson 
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3 imal care assistam 
safe haven: Anim: 


with two of the guinea pigs 


Twenty guinea pigs dumped in the garden of an 
empty house have all been found homes by the 
RSPCA. Inspector Guy Harrison went to the 
house in Somerset — which had been empty for 
weeks — and caught most of the guinea pigs. He 
took them to the RSPCA’s West Hatch Animal 
Centre near Taunton, Somerset. 

West Hatch deputy manager, Colin Seddon, 
said: “It seems the owners just left the house 
and didn’t bother to take the guinea pigs with 
them.” They survived during the summer, but 
would have died when the cold weather set in. 
One of the guinea pigs gave birth while it was 
at West Hatch. 
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Animal Action heads for 

Hotton for a chat with 

Tonicha Jeronimo - y_ 
Emmerdale’s veterinary | 

assistant, Linda Glover. 


Tonicha Jeronimo — Emmerdale’s 
veterinary assistant Linda Glover — is 
not one to stand back when faced 
with animal cruelty. “I hate the way 
some animals are treated in other 
countries. My friend and | stopped a 
circus in Portugal once. The animals 
looked in really poor condition, so 
we complained about it and the 
owners were told to get out,” says 
the chatty 18-year-old, who likes to 
be known as T-]. 


But T-J found herself faced with a 
heartbreaking decision when her 
parents separated and she returned 
to England with her mother to 
pursue an acting career. “I had to 
decide whether to leave Sasha with a 
new family in Portugal or put her 
through six months’ quarantine. But 
she was still only a puppy and | 
couldn’t make her go through this. 

“| didn’t know where we would 
be living when we got back to 
England and, as it turned out, we 
ended up in a flat. Now Sasha lives 
with my relatives on a huge farm in 
Portugal and she’s really happy — she 
probably doesn’t understand English 
any more!” 


Her childhood was far removed from 
the fictional village of Hotton where 
Yorkshire Television's Emmerdale is 
set. The daughter of a Portuguese 
father and an English mother, T-J was 
born in Jersey and moved to Portugal 
at the tender age of two. But apart 
from the circus incident, T-J has many 
fond memories of her faraway home. 
“had a black Labrador called Sasha — 


Luckily that sad experience didn’t put 
T-] off having a dog again. She is now 
the very proud owner of one-year- 
old Charlie who gets spoiled rotten. 
“| bought everything before Charlie 


she was absolutely brilliant.” 





















Top dog: T-J can’t bear to be 
Petey oe Le oe 





Television 


even arrived. She’s got a bed, loads 
of toys, a basket and two bowls 
which are far too big for her. She’s 
got everything she could want.” In 
fact Charlie even has her own radio 
alarm clock to wake her up in the 
morning! 

But the little dog is blissfully 
unaware that her owner is a soap 
opera star. “I’m trying to get her 
into Emmerdale, but she doesn’t 
seem very interested in television 
yet. When the programme is on she 
can’t understand how she can see 
me in one place and hear me from 
another!” 

T-J is determined that nothing 
will ever come between her and her 
pet. “I've got a real relationship 
going with Charlie. She goes 
everywhere with me, except to the 
studio. It’s brilliant when we go out 
on location because she’s got all the 
fields to run around in and she 
adores it,” says T-J. 


[o}o 


Working in a fictional veterinary 
surgery means T-] gets to see plenty 
of animals at work. “I’ve dealt with 
quite a few animals in Emmerdale — 
puppies, kittens, horses and a cow — 
although | haven’t had to deal with 
any strange animals yet!” 

In fact T-J admits she wanted to 
be a veterinary surgeon when she 
was a child — until she found out 
how many years training she would 
have to do! Playing Linda Glover 
means she’s got the best of both 
worlds. “I really love animals but | 
could never bear to give one an 
injection,” she says. 

She has great respect for the 
RSPCA, which she says does “‘a 


Yorkshire Television 



























Action at 


the usual RSP 


brilliant job. | % CA address. The 


cousins went to 
the RSPCA to get 
a rescue dog and 
they were brilliant.” q 
At the end of the 
day, it’s cruelty to 
animals that really 
gets T-]’s back 
up. “Cock- 
fighting 
really, really 
upsets me,” 
she says. “‘l 
don’t like 
animals being 
made to fight, 
especially for 
money. | 
think it’s 
disgusting.” 
Amanda 
Bailey 


commend first ten correct 
them for Entries drawn 
what they do. ae after the 
One of my yfing closing eel 


9 August 1996 
— will win. 


Ideal job: T-j gets to 
meet lots of animals 
as Emmerdale’s 
Linda Glover. 























Do your PT gC hy UTS 
CEU aOR Oe 
are you always on the look-out for 


looks at what you can do to help. 


hether you stay at home or 
go abroad, the holiday 
season is a time when 


cruelty to animals can take place. 
What you do on holiday and what 
you bring home with you can have a 
direct effect on the welfare of 
animals. 


OEY Moles Gls) 


Last year the RSPCA received the 
most complaints about the standard 
of animal welfare in Spain, Greece 
and Turkey. But this could be 
because they are also the most 
popular holiday destinations! The 
biggest problem was strays, closely 
followed by beach photographers, 
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This is a money-making business — 

; approximately 100 owners make 

more than £1 million a year between 

PRP AMa nmol a) iLL) 

44 longer small and cute they may be i 

yd ail ere fas, elephant has had to die. Ivory is an 
He obvious thing to avoid, but don’t buy 
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¥ which they could pass on to you. Roy mKe SUT MUECeeSMUAULos 

, Photographers also buy lions and coloured feathers, tropical shells, 

* tigers from Spanish zoos, pull dried starfish, seahorses and coral as 


— ye 
A 5 J “= 
out their claws and teeth and drug : all involve the death of an animal. Buy © # Hl 
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beach with a coral reef DON’T walk ate ele d 
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4 Cruel trade: Never get talked into 
‘| having your photo taken with an 
) animal. 
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Bruce Coleman Ltd/Charles & Sandra Hood 


zoos and pony carousels. 

So before you go on holiday, don't 
forget to pack a copy of the RSPCA’s 
aie Rs ele aol clea eel (1ec=c Mg 
should you come across any animal 
cruelty you really want to report, you 
can contact the right animal welfare 
group for that area. But remember 
Dat Roly: Lolo IN—p a 
small and rely entirely on donations 
to keep going. 


TER) | 


Spain is still very popular with beach 
photographers who offer to take 
pictures of you with a chimp, monkey 
Vea ole mo ACM Meh 
Anyone who likes animals could be 
tempted into having their photograph 
taken. But before you say “cheese” 
bear in mind that most chimps are 
illegally imported from Africa to Spain 
and are sedated with drugs to make 
them easier to handle. 
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Sea sense: Don’t take any souvenirs 
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Turkish delight: A beautiful 
beach — but it’s also a nesting 
site for loggerhead turtles, 





















If you see a photographer with any 


* sort of animal, refuse to have your 


Peytea aU Roe cor 

If nobody wants their picture 
taken the photographers will soon go 
out of business! 


Shell shocked 


If you are going to Greece spare a 


d thought for the turtles. Every year 


loggerhead turtles come ashore to 
lay their eggs on the sandy beaches of 
Laganas Bay on the island of 
VAN oT Sa MRC MLSS 
important nesting site in the 
Mediterranean and turtles have been 
swimming in the ocean for two 
million years! But in the last 15 years 
more and more hotels have been 
built — which means more and more 
tourists! 

You can help the turtles by 
avoiding the protected beaches and 


~ watching where you stick your beach 


rola cu 


at 


UMA Tae Melon ale gerl. arly acerole- oa Col a 
5 
souvenirs! Coral reefs are alive and 


© home to millions of different marine 


animals and take years to grow; even 
touching them can destroy several 
years’ growth! 

Bear this in mind and you and your 
PU ANIME Nea" aU 
animal-friendly holiday! 

Amanda Bailey 
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animal 
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Faet-File 


Here are some facts about another of our most 
popular coastal creatures: the seal. You’ll find 
that there are some letters missing - fill them 
in as you go along and a hidden word will be 
revealed. It will tell you the answer to the 
question below - if you don’t know it already! 


The Seal 


The common seal is 
often to be found near 
m_d or sand ba_ ks. 
On more expose _ 
parts of the coastline 
you may also see the 
larger gr_y seal. Seals 
are well adapted for life 
in the wate_ and they 
are excellent s_immers 
almost as soon as they are born. To keep w_rm, 
they have a thick pel__ and lots of blubb_r. They 
enjoy basking on _ocks and sand, but they are 
also able to sleep in an odd place as long as their 
nostrils are close enough to the surface so that 
they can breathe - where? 
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Can you work out what the mystery 
words must be? 


Blue Golden 
Humpback @ ———— — Bald 
Killer. Sea 


Field 






Follow the path 
to find the names 
of seven 
creatures which 
live around the 
British coastline. 
But take care, the 
| last letter of one 
name is always 
the first letter of 
the next. For 
example: 
shrimporpoiseel. 
Can you work 
out what they all 
\-—! are? 
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The holidays are nearly here again — that means lots 
of free time for having fun with your pets! We asked 
four Animal Action readers to tell us about their furry 
friends and what they like doing together. 

Can you work out from the sentences 
ya itm CC BULLS 


I Michael’s pet is called Squeaky. 
® Hannah's rabbit will be well fed because she loves 
giving her carrots! 

B Dan likes grooming his pet most of all. 

4 Charlie, the dog, will get plenty of exercise 
because his owner enjoys playing with him. 

Ein Melolo yal ero a Oa Re AUT a ee Wtf a 
called Gnasher. 

@ The cat likes holidays because her owner strokes 
her even more than usual! 









Reader’s | Type Pet’s Favourite 
name of pet name activity 
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_ Mad about ponies? 

. Then you're sure to 
love the new Pony World 
collection from Chelful. 
There are six ponies for you 
to choose from, each with 
their own blanket, leg 
bandages, numnah, saddle, 
bridle and friendly dog! Of 
course no pony would be 
complete without a rider — 
there are six to collect each 
dressed in smart equestrian 
clothing. The range also 
includes a horsebox with 
bucket, broom and hay bales 
along with a snazzy sports car 
to tow it. 

We have six Pony World 
sets (worth £65 each) 
containing a horse, 
rider, horsebox and 
sports car to give away 
to the lucky readers who can 
-answer this simple question: 
Where would you find the 
‘dock’ on a horse? Send your 
entries to: PONY/Animal 
Action at our usual address. 
Closing date: 9 August 1996. 










Galliep off with 
a pony prize? 


This pig stationery from Naf 

Naf is sure to have you 
squealing for joy! The fab range includes a 
note pad, address book, pencil, rubber and 
pencil sharpener. There's also a piggy purse 
and a secret book. We have ten im 
stationery sets to be won. Just answer this 
question: A female pig is called a) a boar, b) a sow or c) a 
porker? Mark your entries: PIG/Animal Action. Closing date: 9 
August 1996. For further information about the stationery 
) ie range and details of stockists contact Alpa UK on 
(01162) 4408800. 7 











An amazing five million farm animals 
have been helped by the RSPCA’s 

Freedom Food scheme launched two 
years ago, But what is the story behind 
the Freedom Food products in the pe. 
supermarkets? a 
Martin O'Halloran reports... ARR Lay PL 


d 
eggs, bacon cL 
Bere Me celery ey Noa aad aE (ote) 
good deal, Hens may be forced to ts, 2! Pes cs Py Laas 
live and lay their eggs in battery cages— | gy Prt Ula Sead x dry dog 
each with a living space no bigger than | and complete Pug 
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& to Europe before being slaughtered. Loot es ul TEA Ld) 
5 Pstiaieigele ae oter tat ae ages ln Food \ including d in over 
Pee Relic They must come from farm rr Ll ah 
Pe aM ecg Rey 
2 stages of their lives. To make sure that this happens a 
= the RSPCA keeps a watchful eye on them. 


; Well behaved: Many farm animals egg hy ae rer) 
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natural things like mixing with their companions and 
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Resting place: Freedom Food insists 
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farm have lots of straw — this is 
great for comfort, as well as for 
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RSPCA Animal Action Club 
members are an active bunch. 
There are thousands who raise 
money, write letters of protest to 
MPs, help animals in trouble and 
generally speak their minds about 
animal welfare. From the RSPCA, 
a big thank you and keep up the 
good work. Find out how to join 
on page 29. 





Paula Norris (10) and her friend 
Claudia Mcintosh (8) took to the 
kitchen to raise funds. The girls 
from Melksham, Wiltshire picked 
blackberries and then made them 

, into pies, selling them to 
neighbours, friends and passers-by. 
Altogether their culinary skills made 
£8 for the RSPCA. 
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WALKING SENSATION 


Hayley Fendell and 
Alex Watson, both 
12, from Leigh-on- 
Sea, Essex, walked 
16 kilometres to 
boost RSPCA 
funds. Accompanied 
by Hayley’s parents 
and Ruskin the dog 
they raised a 
massive £105. The 
girls also baked an 
RSPCA cake to 
reward themselves 

for all their hard 
work. 


Wired 


Clare Hadway (10) along with her sister Jessica (7) 
and friends Jennifer Clarke (10) and Helen Clarke 
(8) held a sale gx ee 

and fun day 5 

for their local 
RSPCA 
branch. The 
fundraisers 
from 
Thulston in 
Derby 
collected 
£33.80 from 
the sale. 






















A raffle, book stall and ‘guess how many smarties in the jar’, were just some of 
the exciting things on offer at a sale organised by two nine-year-old friends. 
Sarah Batt and Bethan Giblett from Minehead in Somerset invited all their 
friends along for the event and made £62 for the Society. 


A fun-tastic £80 was raised 
when friends Bethan Rogers 
(9) and Kirsty Jones (9) 
organised a fun night in aid of 
the RSPCA. The girls from 
Pembroke in Wales invited 
their school friends for a 
barbecue, disco and games. 








€LAIRE TAKES 


THE PLUNGE 


Animal Action Club member 
Claire King (10) took to the 
water to bring in £75 for the 


RSPCA. Claire from High 


Wycombe in Buckinghamshire 


S 
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swam an exhausting 30 lengths 
of her local pool. 


\ 
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This group of budding dancers from the 

Gemma Rogers School of Dance in 

Farnham, Surrey are no strangers to 
raising money for the RSPCA. This is 
now the third year that the talented 
troop has donated money from their 
annual dance show. This year they 
raised a tremendous £400 bringing 
their three-year total to £835. 








wy 
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@ A drama group from 
Oakhill, Somerset took to the 
stage to help boost funds for 
the RSPCA. The talented 
group wrote, directed and 
performed their own variety 
Sonnac rene TS (le aoe 

@ A big well done to the 74th 
Northampton Brownie Guide 
Pack who managed to raise 
PASM oy al cete)oy nya (oanenco LEU 
an hour. 

@ Three pupils from 
Salehurst C E Primary School 
in Robertsbridge, East Sussex 
held a sale and collected 
£83.02 for their local RSPCA 
branch. 

@ Nine-year-old Hannah 
Blissett from Maidenhead in 
Berkshire braved blisters and 
sore feet by walking 22 
kilometres for the Society. 
Hannah collected a total of 
£10 in sponsor money. 

CPN Venaeveln (areata! 
Wormleighton and Georgina 
Rogers cycled 22 kilometres 
and raised £34 for the 
RSPCA. The girls, both aged 
ten, from Knebworth in 
Hertfordshire also bumped 
Upon te Mo) aeX-lI Lay aot: com ne) 
their neighbours. 

@ Ten-year-old Amy Albright 
sold blackberries, mint, 
rosemary, parsley, apples and 
tomatoes outside her house 
in Lostwithiel, Cornwall and 
collected £5 for the Society. 
@ Swimming pals Sarah 
Patterson (12) and Lucy 
Armstrong (12) from 
Belmont in Durham raised 
£42.95 by doing a sponsored 
swim. 

@ Rebecca Davies and 
Katherine Senior from Street 
in Somerset organised a féte, 
making £36.57 for their 
favourite animal-welfare 
charity. 
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The closing date for all competitions and offers 
is 9 August 1996. Compiled by Clare Jefferis. 


We all know how 
important it is to 
keep your pet’s 
coat clean and 
| healthy so what 
better way to do 
it than with 
these fun animal 
brushes. There are 
four in the set — guinea pig, hamster, rat and rabbit. 
The rabbit brush costs £4.15 and the others are just 
£3.95. You can buy them all from your local pet shop. 
We have 20 brushes to give away. Just tell us the 
name of a fox’s tail: Is it a) a bush, b) a brush or c) a 
comb? Answers to: FOX/Animal Action. 


Wildlife 
watching 

on your 

doorstep 
VAL PORTER | 


Get stuck in to an adventure 

thriller this summer! Six teenagers 

join research ship ‘Sea Shepherd’ 

for a year-long international 

conservation crusade — the Eden 

Mission. En route they encounter 

a sinister global business f 

consortium known as the Organization, 

which plunders the world’s dwindling resources and is 
out to wreck the Eden Mission. Price £4.99 from all good 
bookshops. We have ten copies to give away. Just 
tell us the sea creature which squirts ink at its enemies. 
Write to: SEA/Animal Action. 
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BCU ete 
Golden jackals 
have excellent 
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You are more likely to hear a golden 
jackal before you see it as they are 
quite shy. So if you are in jackal country 
listen for short barking noises and a 
long, drawn-out howl — particularly in 


en cee 


PO Es Aa SNS 


prey. They have ry good hearing - 
aS noo hung our smal 


fay on eee too. Their 
eyes are set wide apart in the front of 
their head which tee ee 


their head 
hunting b 
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they will start to eat the meat and 
other food brought back to the 
burrow by their parents. 


When they are about ten weeks old 
the pups start hunting with their 
mother. By the autumn they are 
usually ready to hunt f shemmsee 
and start to live an ind i 
is, however, quite common for th 
-pups to sey ae ea parents for the 
fi ctually 

<t season's 


NHPA/Christophe Ratier 

















To be a good pet owner you need time, 
money, commitment, compassion and 
patience. Animal Action looks at how a 
pet can completely change your life. 


the first thing you should ask 

yourself is: “Why do || want a pet?” 
If it’s because you want something cute, 
cuddly and fluffy, then buy a toy. Every 
year the RSPGA has to find) new homes 
for around 80,000) unwanted and 
abandoned animals, many of which 
belonged! to owners who didn’t know 
what looking after an) animal involved! 

Pets cost money and need a lot of 
LifpnteMeUarole-tacc\nj af op Mh arostepeT ol Ye} 
£700)a year to keep an average-sized 
dog — and that’s a healthy one! Pets 
I=xoto geri eva ayes ola UaT eA aici LIL 
checks to keep them healthy so be 
realistic about how much you can 
afford. 


| Rs would like to be a pet owner 













It costs around £65 to neuter a dog 
and £25 to neuter a cat. If your pet is 
il} YOU are responsible for taking it to 
the vet. If you!go on holiday, TOU) have 
to make sure it is properly looked 
after. Why not try walking a 
neighbour's dog, booking some riding 
lessons or helping out at your local 
RSPGA animal centre before 
committing yourself? 

Remember = having a pet is not just 
your decision. Discuss it with everyone 
you live with and make sure all agree 
before you commit yourself. It’s better 
to find out your granny’s allergic to 
cats BEFORE you| get one. And never 
be tempted to take on an animal out of 
pity. There is no point agreeing to take 


“Hands on: All 
pets need 
plenty of love 
PUeme tac uli tlin 










Bad\start: The RSPCA rehomes thous- 
ands of abandoned|pets every year. 


on a friend's unwanted! dog if you do 
not have’ the space, time or money to 
care for it = both you) and the animal 
NOt 





The right pet for you willl depend on 
the/amount of time youlcan spend with 
it. A bored|and untrained animal will 
soon start chewing the furniture and 
could) end| up in an RSPCA centre 
becalise you) can't cope. 

Cats and! dogs are the most popular 
pet — there are over 14 million in the 
UK! Cats are independent animals, 
although can) get lonely and! should 
have a are going to be out 
hat long-haired cats 
ery day to keep them 









Ponies are very’ expensive to look 
after — they need a field/grazing area 
and must be fed, exercised|and mucked 
out twice a day; dogs need|to be 
walked on/ demand; fish, binds and 
rodents need to be regularly cleaned 
out. All animals need/a regular routine 
and lots of love/and attention. Most 
importantly, pets need owners that are 
going to stay interested] in them: 

You must think welllinto the future 
= you have to be sure that you willlstill 
be able to give your animal a safe and 
secure home in) ||5 years’ time = 
probably long after you've left home! 


Your attitude 


Pets aren't always lovely . Puppies and 
kittens need to\be toilet trained/and 
EUuyactalianelcectay men ceyeun ever tntsey sreluat= 
PUM EAR SIN cletcterell tare) ftdnt IE LeNIateds 
chewing furniture or swinging off 
curtains, even if they have toys and 
scratching posts. You must be able to 
worm your animal or treat it for fleas. 

There are thousands of lovely 
EIN Sseeera nen Uy Ansa 7a uc LAU 
centres throughout England and Wales. 
There are all sorts of animals to 
CG nloleMiceli tiem atexa Wes aCe te clo} 
which alll need rehoming for one 
reason or another. Before you!'can 
adopt an RSPCA animal you will/be 
home-checked to make sure you and 
the animal are a good match. This 
means RSPCA staff will visit your home 
and provide important background 

ion on your chosen) pet. 





Animals should) not be left to roam 
free while you are away. Dogs left to 
wander the streets can get into packs 
or get nun over and! are long-gone by 
the’ time you) get home. If somebody is 
oh Slave s=Xo J Kole Lan 
they are reliable and' take their 
fesponsibility seriously. You must leave 
enough food — you can't rely on anyone 
else) to buy it for you. For peace of 
mind, put your pet into kennels or a 
cattery while you are away. 

Amanda Bailey, 
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Stepping out: Dogs need to be walked 
regularly. 
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Pet pointe 


If you decide to buy a puppy 

or kitten from a breeder or a 
private home, you must see it with 
its mother. The way she looks and 
behaves will give you an idea of what 
her offspring will be like in a couple 
of years’ time. 


Don’t be persuaded to take a 

puppy or kitten home before 
it’s ready to leave its mother — 
usually when it is eight to ten weeks 
old. 


Never buy puppies and 

kittens from pet shops — they 
are often taken away from their 
mothers at an early age and may 
pick up all sorts of diseases from 
being mixed with other litters. 


Remember, rabbits, guinea 

pigs and gerbils like being with 
other animals but hamsters — 
although they love attention — must 
be kept alone. 


Steer clear of exotic pets such 

as snakes and lizards. They 
need special care and equipment and 
many suffer and die simply because 
their owners cannot look after them 
properly. 

If you still want a pet and have 

decided which one would suit 
you best, send an A5 SAE to the 
RSPCA’s supplies department 
requesting an information booklet 
on that particular animal. 





We have 30 

RSPCA pet care 
Prete dda a) 
beet oR TCs eam Coe 4h 
away. There are 12 
booklets in the series. To 
be in with a chance of 
winning just answer the 






ene a 


iy” os 4 oa) = following question: In which 
Budgerigar’ Goldfish | Tropical Fish 





iG month is National Pet 
i YIN Week? Send your answer, 
ES \ along with your name, 













address and age to 
PET/Animal Action at the 
usual RSPCA address. 
Please state which booklet 
you would like. 


you think is two we 
is not good enough an 
starvation ant in 

RSPCA takes people to cou 
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situation. 
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PENNY 


Type: Jack Russell 
Likes: Chocolate buttons 
Hates: Baths 

Habits: Jumping up with 
dirty paws 

Owner: Giulia Meiardi 
(12), South Wales 





Likes: Running in the 
garden and being 
stroked 

Hates: Being carried 
and rain 





? Melanie 
Selmes (I OR <lira 


Please don’t send in 
any more requests for ; : 
penfriends! From ; i prremcents:) 
January/February 1997 < S ND 
we will no longer be BUBBLE, sQuvEAK A 
offering this service. 
Sorry, but this is in SANDY pe 
direct response to the ey Des Being made @ fuss of 


+ Loud noises 
Hate: Lo og in the food bowl 


ambridgeshire 


us in the Jan/Feb 
Animal Action 


yi Stark (15). © 
readership survey. 
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FUDGE 
ype: Brown tabby 
Likes: Feet, cuddly 
toys and sleeping in 
the conservatory 





Ws 


DOMINO AND 





Owner: Emily LUBE 
Whettern (15), 
Berkshire Type: Tabby and black and 


white moggies 

Like: Sleeping, eating, 
climbing trees and chasing 
each other 


Hate: Dogs and going to 
the vet 


Habits: Pretending they 
haven't been fed 


Owner: Josie Griffin (13), 
Liverpool 


Send us your pet photos together with 
your name, age and address to Pets Pix, 
Animal Action, RSPCA, Causeway, 
Horsham, West 
Sussex RHI2 IHG. Please 
enclose a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope if you 
would like them returned. 












QUEST AND 
TYSON 


Types: Horse and miniature 


Shetland pony 
Like: Being taken out and treats 


Hate: Other horses getting 
more attention 

Habits: Dropping hay over 
stable door and being nosy 

Owner: Marie Waller, 
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Long-haired dachshunds 
ere Tinta swimming and 
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Mika Handley (11), Kent 





TILLY 
e: Golden hamster 

Milk and escaping 
Et Bie Vac oc ley 
Fluffy 

ner: Lyndsay 
Ainsworth (13), 
Nottingham 


aXe MMU eM RTT TT Ta 
RoE EVO CULE Ra (ae aCe 
The best three photos appearing on this page - 
as chosen by our editor Michaela Miller - will 
win a Fuji Clearshot Compact 
Camera worth £22.99. The 
fod ZU [Ula 
readers will win a 
Fujicolor Quicksnap 
Single Use Camera 
worth £5.49. 
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Camera is 
ideal for 
PIT CT Tg 
, photographers. 
There’s a built-in flash, so you can take 
photos of your pets indoors and at night. 
eR CO) CR CMCC 


The Fujicolor Quicksnap Camera is simple 

and fun to use - just point, shoot and wind 
Ca tC) 7 ss 
comes loaded 
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ready for you to 
Baar) utd 
straight away. Pree 
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If you like Animal Action, you'll love the 

Action for Animals Challenges. Packed full 
of exciting animal-mad activities, the Challenges 
are open to Animal Action Club members only — 
another good reason to join! When you’ve done 
Rey CMTC Lm Lm CM Ce Me TT 49 
level with Challenge Two. If you haven’t started 
yet then don’t worry. Send off for Challenge One 
now by completing the form below. 

LMM adi eC | 

postcards for you to collect. These include 


ames: Cl Leet wild and Pot! Wee They also 





ORDER FORM 


PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 
Name 
Address 


Postcode 
AAC Membership No 


How many times have you 
read a feature in Animal Action 
magazine and thought “I wish 
| could do that?”. Well now 
you can. Here at Animal Action 
we can make dreams come 
true! We have put together a 
fantastic selection of Animal 
Adventures in your area — all 
you have to do is choose the 
one for you! 

How about meeting the 
prickly patients at the Devon 
Hedgehog Hospital on 
Tuesday, 13 August 1996? 
Not only will you see the 
baby hoglets being fed, but 
you'll also get the chance to 
groom ponies, feed lambs and 
take a ride on the farm 
adventure trail. 

What would you do if you 
found an animal in need of 





















y ealy for aation? 


help? A trip to the RSPCA’s 
South Godstone Animal 
Centre in Surrey on Saturday 
5 October 1996 will tell you 
all you need to know and 
more. Learn how the RSPCA 
rescues and cares for pets and 
wildlife in danger — a must for 
anyone thinking of becoming 
an RSPCA inspector! 

Or maybe you're ready to 
go animal mad for a whole 
week! Take an unforgettable 
boat trip to see the seals, and 
look out for bats and badgers 
on a spooky twilight safari. 
This brilliant adventure, which 
is for anyone aged eight to 12, 
is based at the Aylmerton 
Field Study Centre in Norfolk 
from Sunday, 28 July 1996 to 
Saturday, 3 August 1996 and 
costs £150. 











address. The adventures are 
open to members and non- 
members — but only members 
get a discount! How many 
more good reasons do you 
need to join the Animal 
Action Club? Fill in your 
membership coupon now! 


There are loads more 
Animal Adventures 
throughout the summer 
holidays and half-term. 

For more details of what’s 
on where, write to Christine 
Carter in the education 
department at the usual 
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Animal Action Club membership costs just 

£5.50 a year. It is open to all young people 
up to the age of 17 who care about animals. Each 
Animal Action Club member receives six copies a 
year of their own magazine Animal Action and, 
when first joining, a folder, special badge, stickers 
and membership card. Members can also go on 
Animal Adventures at special discounted prices. 
To join, fill in the form below and send it, together 
with a cheque or postal order for £5.50 (please do 
not send cash) to: RSPCA Animal Action Club, 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RHI2 IHG. 





Get a life? 


MLW anrel Macao M LUT am aan a COLD ew -x1a nya) 
bit too old for it, why not send for a free copy of 
Animal Life, the RSPCA’s adult membership magazine. 
Write to the 

enquiries 

department a 

TeMURUEL 

address for 

Nel KL 

copy. We 

think Animal 

Lifeis suitable |) )/ , : 
for animal : 
WSUS 
aged 14 
years and 
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i wish to become an RSPCA Animal Action 
Club member and I enclose £5.50 








Did you buy this magazine in a newsagent? YES [|] NO 
Please make cheques/POs payable to RSPCA 
AAJA96 
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Nicola Boon (8) 


A fantastic Crayola 

Card Creations set will 
be onjits way to all the 
talented poets and artists 
PTET) UM Terie 
Fame At Last. This set 
includes everything you 
Pr CT MTL Cy 
your very own personal 
greeting cards and party 
he em LS 
matching coloured cards 
and envelopes as well as 
colouring pencils, stickers, 
stencils and much more, 
you’re sure to create 
Rey aC dy 















Ménthly multime 
packed with learning 
and fun ata price that 
smakes sense 


EYT is a monthly electronic 
magazine on disk, filled 
with all sorts of interactive 
features, from exploring the 
rainforest to an amazing look 
inside an ant colony, from electric 
circuits to earthquakes. Plus there are 
games, activities and puzzle adventures 
all guaranteed to hold the attention for hours. 


















Every month EYT is delivered straight to 
your door, providing an endless variety 
of fact-filled features and interactive 
games to stretch the mind. What's more, 
at £2.95 the EYT start-up pack costs a 
fraction of other multimedia. Simply fill 
in the form below. 
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WHAT YOU NEED 

PC - 386 33MHz with Windows 3.1 VGA colour monitor, 
mouse, 10Mb of disk space and 4Mb RAM 

APPLE MAC - 68020 processor, 640 by 480 colour display, 





Get gory and 


system 7.0 10Mb of disk space and 4Mb RAM. 
learn how to if you have a PC with a sound card or an APPLE MAC 
make your you'll be able to enjoy the spectacular sound effects! 
As well as the latest edition of EYT you'll get a Start-up. 
own Mummy! disk plus details of how to receive EYT every month. EYT 


is published by The Telegraph ple. 


SEND NO MONEY NOW - NO STAMP NEEDED 


























YES please send me the latest issue of EYT together with the start-up disk for the | would like (please refer to WHAT YOU NEED panel 
special price of £2.95 (including p&p). | need send no money now. In accepting this above then tick either PC version or Apple Mac 
offer | understand that there is no commitment and | am under no obligation to version box below) 
buy anything else. . 

PC version Apple Mac version 
Mr/Mrs/Ms 





SEND TO: Electronic Young Telegraph, Freepost 
Address NH4241, PO Box 137, Peterborough PE2 6TZ 








GUARANTEE: These details will not be made available 
to third parties for mailing purposes. 





Postcode Signature 
(1am over 18) Orders subject to acceptance. Non-UK residents please 
Child’s:Name.——______% 3 dhild's date offpirth —=——_____ write for details. 





